
Are you affected by the new 
bushfire requirements?

Innovative Home Centre open Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm  
& Saturday - Sunday 1pm - 4.00pm  

53 Wills Street, Bendigo, Victoria, 3550  
Ph: 03 5442 8500 - Fax: 03 5442 8388

Kellie Aveyard - 0407 310 906 Glenn Wade - 0409 962 376
www.glenloddon.com.au

Every person who is looking to build a new home is 
now required to have their home site and proposed 
plans assessed for bushfire prevention initiatives.
After the devastating bushfires in Victoria in Feb 
2009, new laws have been introduced which mean 
that every new building has to have a bushfire 
assessment.
The large loss of homes and lives provoked a 
stringent look at the bushfire regulations with regard 
to building new homes and new legislation was 
introduced in April 2009.
General Manager of Glen Loddon Homes Chris 
Ryan says although these new regulations were 
always going to be implemented, the tragic events 
of Black Saturday has fast-tracked building 
requirements to encapsulate every new build.
“Every new house built has a BAL (Bushfire Attack 
Level) assigned to it which can range from BAL-Low 
to BAL-FZ, but every house and block is different 
so making the assessment can be complex.” Chris 
who carries out preliminary assessments for Glen 
Loddon Homes’ clients says although anyone 
can make a BAL assessment on a property, it is 
worth engaging an expert to carry it out. “To get 

plans permitted,  correct bushfire assessment is 
needed. If council believes that an assessment is 
not accurate, it will send someone to check that the 
photos and information that have been submitted 
are correct. ”This can cause delays, says Chris. “We 
will do preliminary assessments for people before 
they commit to buying a block so they know what 
costs are associated with the BAL assigned to their 
proposed house site and block.”
Depending on what BAL is assigned to your new 
home, the additional costs can vary dramatically. 
If it is assessed as a BAL LOW, your costs are nil, 
due to no modifications having to be made to the 
build. However, from BAL 12.5 and above, the 
requirements affect most areas of the home, for 
example: roofs, windows, external walls, flooring, 
doors, garages and ceilings. Chris says that some 
of the additions that are required include sarking in 
the roof cavity, aluminium flyscreens on windows, 
weep holes being filled, to the more extreme 
toughened glass, to windows and even bushfire 
shutters.
“Every Build is different and is definitely assessed 
on a job-by-job basis and priced accordingly.

Call the Glen Loddon Homes team today to arrange for your  
FREE site inspection which includes an initial BAL assessement


